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Outlining an essay 

The Topic: 

        All over the world and throughout the history there has always been a 

significant trend of people's movement from the countryside to the town. 

s and the effects of such drift?What do you think are the cause 

 

* Read the topic and underline the main points that that should be covered in this 

topic.  

* the next thing you should pay attention to is the scope of your paper or what you 

That's why you should establish the limitations  .discussionwill be including in your 

of your writing and this will be the foundation of your outline. 

*An outline means organizing your ideas. It shows your main ideas and the order in 

which you are going to write about them. 

will constitute three main parts namely the Introduction,  outlineBasically, your  *

the Body and the Conclusion. 

* Sample outlines for this writing will be given later on. But first, let us discuss the 
main parts of your paper and what information each should cover. 

* A piece of writing is like a sandwich: 
 

 

 
 

http://www.experiment-resources.com/writing-a-discussion-section.html
http://www.experiment-resources.com/how-to-write-an-outline.html
http://www.google.com.kw/imgres?q=diagrams+of+essay+outline&start=203&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4RNRN_enKW422KW422&biw=1366&bih=552&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=R5NJO-4CPk3f5M:&imgrefurl=http://trafficsecret.net/wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpgallery/img/essay-structure-outline&docid=OSnFscEFTwpzlM&itg=1&imgurl=http://trafficsecret.net/wp-includes/js/tinymce/plugins/wpgallery/img/essay-structure-outline-i15.gif&w=468&h=311&ei=dSt3T4ztGsXprQe3kbyIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=272&vpy=161&dur=10665&hovh=183&hovw=276&tx=108&ty=133&sig=111834802330752945301&page=12&tbnh=135&tbnw=203&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:203


The Introduction: 

The Introduction should contain your thesis statement or the topic of your writing 
as well as the purpose of your study. Generally, your Introduction should state 
briefly all the major points of your topic your readers will be reading about. 

The Body: 

The body of your paper is where you will be presenting all your arguments to 

support your thesis statement. It should contain supporting evidences ( examples, 

facts, statistics, details, quotes…) 

 

The Conclusion: 

Conclusion is where you form a summary of all your arguments and state your final 
stand. Explain why you’ve ended up with the said conclusion. 

* Now I'll move to provide you with essay outline samples. Before starting you 
should keep in mind that your composition will contain two paragraphs in its body. 
The first one will focus on the causes of this phenomenon. In the second one you 
will state the effects of this movement.

 

Causes 

severe 
droughts 

unemployment 

lack of 
water 

no more 
crops 

 

shortage of 
schools 

poor 
infrastructure 
and services 

no sporting 
facilities 

no means of 
entertainment 

http://www.experiment-resources.com/how-to-write-an-introduction.html
http://www.experiment-resources.com/what-is-a-thesis-statement.html
http://www.experiment-resources.com/writing-a-conclusion.html


 

 

 

 

 

Here is another sample: 

Effects 

difficulties of 
adaptation 

crowded 
schools 

inadequate 
housing 

setteling 
around 
the city children 

may turn 
to crimes 

and 
violence 

economic 
hardships 

uncomfortable 
transportation 

emotional 
shock 



 

 

Still another sample: 
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Introduction 

Pragraph1: Causes 

Paragraph2: Effects 

Conclusion 


